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The Reality of Today’s Policy Environment

• Higher education increasingly intersects with 
political polarization 

• Budget pressures create competition among 
priorities 

• Policymakers want workforce outcomes and 
measurable return on investment 

• Trust is built through relationships, 
consistency, and shared goals 

• Progress often requires coalition-building 
across sectors and parties



What Creates Common Ground?



Divided Government Case Studies



Lessons for Higher Education Leaders

• Start with shared outcomes, not political labels 
• Workforce and student success can unite unlikely 

partners 
• Relationships matter before legislation moves 
• Clear, consistent messaging builds trust 
• Incremental progress still matters 
• Institutions and associations must stay solutions-

oriented



Discussion

• What higher education issues in Michigan have bipartisan potential?
• How are you framing higher education conversations?
• What partnerships have moved policy forward in your work?
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