LETTER OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
BS in Geographic Information Science Degree Program
MSU Department of Geography, Environment, and Spatial Sciences, Coliege of Social Sciences
AND
LANSING COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Computer Information Technologies Program in GIS

To: All Interested Parties

This is a letter of understanding between Michigan State University {MSU) and Lansing Community
College (LCC). M5U and LCC, as the two major providers of higher education services in the greater
Lansing area, have agreed to work together to increase student access to high-quality programs in
higher education. As one phase of this agreement, the two institutions agree to collaborate in offering a
degree completion program {*“Program”). This Program, which leads to a Bachelor of Science {BS) degree
in Geographic Information Science (G)5ci) from the Department of Geography, Environment, and Spatial
Sciences, enables students to begin their undergraduate educations at LCC and obtain an Associate of
Applied Science (AS) degree and complete the remaining BS requirements on the M5U campus.

The Program

Students complete an AAS in GIS/Geospatial Technology in The Department of Computer Information
Technology at LCC. Students who desire to further their education in this field transfer to M5U to pursue
BS degrees with courses available in Fall, Spring, and Summer semesters, completing their programs in
two to four calendar years. Upon successful completion of this agreement the student will earnan
Associate in Applied Science in GIS/Geospatial Technologies from LCC and Bachelor of Science (BS)
degree in Geographic Information Science (GISci) from the Department of Geography, Environment, and
Spatial Sciences from MSU. It provides a clear path for student planning.

Requirements

The LCC program provides up to 60 transferable credits in their AAS in GIS/Geospatial Technology
{NOTE: If a student has matriculated at MSU prior to attending LCC, only 56 credits can be accepted in
transfer). MSU offers the advanced courses for the BS in GIS¢i in the Department of Geography,
Environment, and Spatial Sciences as well as meeting any remaining requirements for the University
and/or the College of Social Sciences. Specific requirements are as follows:

e Incoming LCC students must meet all standards for admission to MSU
e incoming LCC students have the responsibility, along with their Advisor{s) and in consultation
with the Advisor(s) in the Department of Geography, Environment, and Spatial Sciences at M5U






Enroliment Status and Financial Aid

Lansing Community Coliege agrees to enter into a Financial Aid Consortium Agreement with Michigan
State University, Under this agreement, Lansing Community Coliege is considered to be the host
institution and Michigan State University is considered to be the Home institution. Both institutions
agree that this Consortium Agreement apptlies to financial aid-eligible students who are concurrently
enrolled at both the Home and Host institutions and that, under this agreement, both parties agree as

follows:
1. The agreement applies to students properly enrolled in an aid eligible program at the Home
institution.
2. The Home institution will grant enrolled students the applicable degree at the completion of

the program.

3.

5.

The Home institution is responsibie for the following:
a.  All awarding, disbursing, adjusting, and reporting of financial aid in compliance with all
applicable laws, regulations, and guidelines.
b.  Timely processing of student credit balance refunds.
C. Monitoring student eligibility, including enrofiment, attendance, and satisfactory academic
progress.
d.  Refund and R2T4 calculations, as appropriate and necessary.
e. Record Retention in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and accrediting agency
requirements,
f. Inform the Host institution of any student who is admitted to a program with a signed
consortium agreement.

The Host institution is responsible for the following:

a.  Providing the Home institution with annual cost of attendance figures including, but not
limited to, tuition, fees, books, supplies, room, board, transportation, and
personal/miscellaneous expenses.

b.  Providing enroliment, withdrawal, grade and other information in a timely manner to the
Home institution.

c.  Billing students for host institution course enrollment charges. Students will be billed
separately by the two institutions for applicable enrcliment.

d. If there exists any community-based or other funding that requires enroliment at the Host
institution, including employer or other third-party reimbursement, the Host institution wili
promptly notify the Home institution.

The parties agree that the Home institution will include course enrollment at the Host

institution when reporting enrollment, disbursing aid and adjusting aid for the students enrolled at
both institutions.



6. The Host institution requires students to secure their enrollment by paying in full or
establishing a payment plan. Students may use the refund from the Home institution to help cover
the costs of tuition and fees at the Host institution.

Administrative Responsibiiity

1. Not later than December 1, 2018, the Chair of the Department of Geography, Environment, and
Spatial Sciences at MSU shall designate one or more individuals to serve as the transfer advisors,
and shali inform LCC of the identity of such individuai{s).

2. Not later than December 1, 2018, the Program Director of the Computer Information
Technology program.which includes GiS and Geospatial Technology at LCC shall designate one or
more individuals to serve as the administrative liaison to the Program, and shall inform MSU of
the identity of such individual(s).

3. LCC and MSU agree to participate jointly in the ongoing promotion of the Program. Department
of Geography, Environment, and Spatial Sciences staff assume responsibility for developing
promotional materials, and LCC staff agree to assist in distribution efforts.

4. Regular interaction between administrators and advisors (as identified in points 1 and 2 above)
from the two institutions is essential in order to insure ongoing assessment of the need for
specific activities/events (e.g., incoming student orientation sessions, support groups).

S. Both LCC and MSU shall keep the other institution informed about significant changes in the
courses included in the Program, or other relevant issues,

Indemnification

To the fullest extent permitted under Michigan laws, LCC and MSU shal! indemnify and hold the other
party and any related entities or departments, harmless from any and all claims, damages, losses,
liabilities, costs and expenses, including but not limited to attorney fees asserted against LCC or MSU or
any related entity, by any third parties, whether or not represented by a final judgment, for such claims,
damages, fosses, liabilities, costs and expenses which arise from, in any way, a student’s participation in
or a party’s operation of the Program on its campus or in its facilities, except to the extent of the
indemnified party’s gross negligence or willful misconduct. This indemnification provision shall survive
the termination or expiration of this letter of understanding.

General

The Program will be reviewed by members from each institution every three years. Either institution
may dissolve this agreement upon giving notice of one full term in advance and upon appropriate
notification to enrolled students. Students impacted by a dissolution of the Program will have the









