
Book with one author
MLA Handbook 5.5.2

Weart, Spencer R. The Discovery of Global Warming. 
Cambridge: Harvard UP, 2003. Print.

Parts of Citation
Name of author. Title of book. City of publication: Name of 

publisher, year of publication. Print.

Book with an editor or translator 
(anthology, compilation, bibliography)
MLA Handbook 5.5.3

Murray, John A., ed. American Nature Writing 2002. Golden: 
Fulcrum, 2001. Print.

Parts of Citation
Name of translator, editor or compiler. Title of book. City  

of publication: Name of publisher, year of  
publication. Print. 

Book with no author or editor
MLA Handbook 5.5.9

Alphabetize sources with no author or editor by the first 
significant word in the title.

The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. 3rd 
ed. Boston: Houghton, 1992. Print.

Parts of Citation
Title of book. Edition. City of publication: Name of publisher, 

year of publication. Print.

Book with multiple authors
MLA Handbook 5.5.4

For more than three authors, list only the first author’s 
name and add et al.

May, David A., and James E. Headley. Identity Theft. New York: 
Lang, 2004. Print.

Parts of Citation
1st author’s last name, first name, and 2nd author’s first name 

last name. Title of book. City of publication: Name of 
publisher, year of publication. Print.
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GENERAL TIPS FOR YOUR WORKS CITED
•	The works cited page should be double-spaced and entries should have a hanging indent.

•	Alphabetize sources by the last name of the first author. Alphabetize sources with no author by the 
first significant word in the title.

•	Preferred typefaces are Times Roman (12-pt.) and Courier (12-pt.).

•	Capitalize all words in titles except prepositions, conjunctions, and articles, unless one is the first 
word of the title or subtitle, e.g. Brown v. Board: A Dream Deferred.

•	Italicize the titles of longer works (books, magazines, journals) and put quotes around the titles of 
shorter works (articles, poems).

MLA style is a set of guidelines established by the Modern Language Association for presenting written 
research. See: Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New York: MLA, 2009.

Copies of this handbook are available at the LCC Library and are located on the 2nd (REF LB 2369 .G53 2009) 
and 3rd floor (LB 2369 .G53 2009). Information is also available at:

	 •	www.mla.org/handbook_faq 	 •	www.lcc.edu/library/research-help/citation

MLA Works Cited

PRINT AND MEDIA SOURCES



Dictionary entry or encyclopedia article
MLA Handbook 5.5.7

Full publication information is not necessary for familiar 
reference books that frequently appear in new editions.

Parrish, Fred K. “Marsh.” Encyclopedia Americana.  
2004. Print.

“Pride.” The Oxford English Dictionary. 2nd ed. 1989. Print.

Parts of Citation
Name of author. “Title of article or entry.” Title of dictionary or 

encyclopedia. Edition. Year of publication. Print.

Full publication information is necessary for less  
familiar reference books, especially those that only 
appear in one edition.

Holten, Birgitte. “Brazilian Anti-Slavery Society.” Historical 
Encyclopedia of World Slavery. Ed. Junius P. 
Rodriguez. 2 vols. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 
1997. Print.

Parts of Citation
Name of author. “Title of article or entry.” Title of dictionary 

or encyclopedia. Ed. Name of editor. Number of 
volumes. City of publication: Name of publisher, 
publication date. Print.

Original article or chapter in an edited book
MLA Handbook 5.5.6

Goldberg, Vicki. “Death Takes a Holiday, Sort of.” Why We 
Watch: The Attractions of Violent Entertainment.  
Ed. Jeffrey Goldstein. New York: Oxford UP, 1998. 
27-52. Print.

Parts of Citation
Name of author of article. “Title of article.” Title of book. 

Ed. Name of editor. City of publication: Name of 
publisher, publication date. Page range of article 
within the book. Print.

Reprinted article or  
chapter in an edited book
MLA Handbook 5.5.6

Kaye, Julian B. “The Wings of Daedalus.” Modern Fiction 
Studies 4 (1958): 31-41. Rpt. in Twentieth-Century 
Literary Criticism. Ed. Paula Kepos. Vol. 35. Detroit: 
Gale, 1990. 155-59. Print.

Parts of Citation
Name of author of article. “Title of article.” Title of work in 

which article was originally published Volume number 
(Year of publication): page range of article in original 
collection. Rpt. in Name of collection. Ed. Name of 
collection editor. Volume number in collection. City 
of publication: Name of publisher, year of publication. 
Page range of article within the collection. Print.

Journal article
MLA Handbook 5.4.2

Frank, Thomas H. “The Interpretation of Limits: Doctors and 
Novelists in the Fiction of Philip Roth.” Journal of 
Popular Culture 28.4 (1995): 67-80. Print.

Parts of Citation
Name of author. “Title of article.” Title of journal Volume number.

issue number (Year of publication): page range. Print.

Newspaper article
MLA Handbook 5.4.5

Peterson, Scott. “Asia Hungry for Nuclear Power.” Christian 
Science Monitor 30 June 2004: 6. Print.

Parts of Citation
Name of author. “Title of article.” Title of newspaper Publication date: 

page range. Print.

Magazine article
MLA Handbook 5.4.6

Cose, Ellis. “Brown v. Board: A Dream Deferred.” Newsweek 
17 May 2004: 52-59. Print.

Parts of Citation
Name of author. “Title of article.” Title of magazine Publication 

date: page range. Print.

Article with no author
MLA Handbook 5.4.9

Alphabetize sources with no author by the first significant 
word in the title.

“Ivory Crackdown.” New Scientist 27 Mar. 2004: 4. Print.

Parts of Citation
“Title of article.” Title of magazine Publication date: page 

range. Print.

DVD, film, or video recording
MLA Handbook 5.7.3

Oedipus Rex. By Sophocles. Dir. Tyrone Guthrie. Perf. Douglas 
Campbell, Eleanor Stuart, and Douglas Rain. 1957. 
Image Entertainment, 2002. DVD.

Fires in the Mirror. Prod. Public Television Playhouse. PBS 
Video, 1993. Videocassette.

Parts of Citation
Title. Name of director, performers, or other pertinent 

individuals. Original release date (if DVD or 
video recording). Distributor, release date. DVD, 
Videocassette, slide program, etc.
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